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About the Course
It beholds all teachers to acquire a fuller picture and understanding of the
characteristics, impairments and needs of the child with autism.
As the child’s class teacher, support teacher or just a teacher meeting a child
with autism, you will know how best to engage, be that as a professional or
simply on a personal human level.
They need us to understand.

NOTE:
The online format of this course enables you to study at a time and place that
best suits your own needs.
You can access your course anytime until February 28th 2023.

Within this highly interactive web based course, a dynamic learning experience
awaits, where you can interact with your fellow course participants through the
in-course chat forums and communication tools provided by the CPD College
learning system.
Our friendly and knowledgeable tutors actively support each course, providing
expert interaction, guidance and feedback for all participants on chat questions
and assignments which call for critical reflection, self-analysis and a reasoned
response.
On successful completion of your course, you can download and print off your
CPD record and certificate of completion.
We look forward to welcoming you to your course.
Learning outcomes
This course aims to:
Identify the triad of impairments and suite of characteristics that can
suggest that a child has an ASD
Breakdown the assessment and diagnosis process for a child exhibiting
markers for ASD
Review strategies that support children with ASD in play, socialising and
communication
Examine a suite of interventions and programmes for supporting the specific
learning needs of a child diagnosed with an ASD
Explore, set out and highlight issues and solutions around inclusion into
mainstream classrooms
Share parental insights into the lived experience of parents who have a child
with ASD
Provide a selection of research papers / readings on aspects of ASDs from
which ideas and practices can be extrapolated
Itemise some digital tools and software that can facilitate work with the
child that has autism
Look at, review and score one’s own ‘Teacher Practice in Literacy’ as part of
the SSE 2016-2021 process.

Modules
01 - Towards understanding Autism, we outline a suite of emergent facts that
pertain to autism, explore research and create a detailed picture of the lived
experience of children on the autistic spectrum and that of their families;
typical core deficits being in socialisation, communication and imagination

02 - Accurate screening and diagnosis / identification requires collecting and
assimilating data from a variety of sources using multiple methods by parents
and professionals from a variety of disciplines. As with all data, the information
collected must subsequently be interpreted and acted upon in order to support
the assessed needs of the child. As part of the diagnosis and intervention
process, we look in detail at aspects of play & communication skills in children
with ASD, such as pretend play dialogue, object play skills and symbolic play.
03 - We explore some standard interventions and evidence programmes for
supporting the educational development and skill sets of the child with an ASD,
and provide insight into the experiences and perceptions of the parents re. that
education provision. We also look at transitions and at emotional regulation, as
a child well-regulated emotionally is most available for learning and engaging.
04 - We look at sensory processing patterns, difficulties and strengths
commonly associated with autism. There is extensive international research
examining the prevalence and nature of sensory processing deficits in autism
and how these impact the individual’s ability to learn, play, communicate,
interact and
engage in daily activities. We summarise and detail the essential elements of
the ‘PECS - Picture Exchange Communication System’ and ‘SCERTS – Social
Communication Emotional Regulation Transactional Supports’.
05 - We examine the area of inclusion, setting out strategies for the inclusion of
children with autism into mainstream classrooms, including insights from
parent interviews on their experiences and observations of same. We itemise
ideas from a review of the research literature for those helping children
manage their anxiety, relationships and more.
"A fantastic course for all teachers whether or not they have a child with an ASD
diagnosis. I will certainly be recommending it to all my teacher friends and
colleagues. It will probably take me the whole year to sift back through all the
resources, reading videos etc. It has given me such an amazing insight into the
world of a child with autism and I look forward to implementing a lot of the
wonderful ideas presented in this course. Thank you so much...I will be back next
summer to do another online course with you." Celine, 2021

